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UNITED STATES

PRELIMINARY VIEWS ON WRC-00 AGENDA ITEM 1.19

WRC-00 Agenda Item 1.19 (As adopted at the 1998 meeting of the Administrative
Council):  To consider the report of the Inter-conference Representative Group (IRG)
submitted by the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau and determine the basis
for replanning by the next conference so as to afford each country an amount of
spectrum that permits the economic development of a broadcasting satellite system.

ISSUE:     How should the IRG guide GTE studies to provide increased spectrum for
countries in the WRC-97 BSS and associated feeder link Plans for Regions 1 and 3 in
accordance with the principles set forth in Resolution 532(WRC-97).

BACKGROUND:     The IRG, whose report will provide the expert advice to be
considered by WRC-00 in determining the basis for revising the WRC-97 BSS Plan for
Regions 1 and 3, was established by Resolution 532 (WRC-97).  This Resolution calls for
studies on the feasibility of increasing the capacity assigned to each country in the Regions
1 and 3 BSS and feeder link Plans and sets forth  eight principles to be observed in these
studies.

PRELIMINARY VIEW:     The U.S. supports the objective of increasing the capacity
assigned to each Region 1 and 3 country sufficiently to permit the economic development
of BSS systems.  The U.S. believes that a capacity equivalent to 10 analogue channels per
country, as described in Principle 1 of Annex 1 to Resolution 532 (WRC-97),  is
appropriate for such development.

In considering alternative approaches for achieving this replanning objective, the
U.S. considers it essential to take into account, not only notified assignments as described
in Principle 3 of Annex 1, but also proposed modifications to the Plan that have been
published and which meet the due diligence requirements of Resolution 49(WRC-97).
The basis for this view is that many of these modifications will, in fact, have been notified,
brought into use, and the date of bringing into use confirmed to the Bureau well before the
Conference at which the Regions 1 and 3 replanning will take place. Additionally, the U.S.
is of the view that the objectives of long term flexibility and of leaving capacity for future
requirements (principles 4 and 5 of Annex 1 to Resolution 532) can best be achieved
through the adoption of an all-digital approach, as contemplated in Principle 6 of Annex 1.
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We note that the number of television program channels that can be broadcast with an all-
digital approach is at least five times the number of assigned analogue channels.

Finally, any possible replanning must protect Region 2 services in accordance with
the current criteria of Appendices S30 and S30A, and must not introduce additional
constraints upon,  those services, in accordance with Principles 7 and 8 of Annex 1 to
Resolution 532 (WRC-97).


